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That's My Window On The World
and now the end is near...
Four years have quickly passed since I was selected to replace President Jim Martiello to become the seventh leader of the METRO PHC. Very soon, 08-08-08 to be exact, the new President will take control of the club and I know that he will do a wonderful job.
        How does one thank all the people who have made the last 1468 days such memorable ones? How do you pick out your favorite events that you attended during this time? There were just too many special dates to select from, looking back I really had a great time.
The one thing that I can easily say is that during the last 35,232 minutes of my life I have become friends with a lot of great people and this is what I am truly grateful for.
Our first contact with the METRO Parrot Head Club was at the King Kullen parking lot waiting for the Route 114 Road Clean Up to begin. It was here that Marianne and I met Joe Lombardi and quickly found out why he was called "metrojoe". After walking along the road, stabbing trash with our Weapons of Trash Destruction and talking to Joe about the club for about three hours we decided that we had found a home. So if it was not for Joe I would not be writing this today and I would not have had the chance to become the Leader of the Phlock.
The first Frosted Parrot Head Party led us to meet several more Parrot Heads that convinced us that this was the club for Marianne and me. We were told to volunteer so we could add our ideas to help the club grow which we were more than happy to do. It was on this wonderful evening that we met Peter & Lorraine Bosshard, Jim & Terry Muldoon and we have been great friends ever since. The current FPHP was moved to the Huntington Hilton thanks to the great effort by Corrie Sanchez. I will always be grateful to Corrie for helping us to relocate the party. In my opinion it has become one of the greatest events on the METRO PHC yearly schedule.  (Continued on page 7…sorry Al)
Al - Chapter II
	Our first Jimmy Buffett concert with the club was at Madison Square Garden where we met a lot of new Parrot Head friends on the bus ride into Manhattan. The two people we sat with at the concert have become great friends as well, Kim & Kathi Berlin Now we were truly part of the Parrot Head Nation and at each and every club event we met more and more people that were added to our growing list of friends.  
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At our first Happy Hour we met Jim & Liz Martiello, Art & Ginny Markart, Bruce & Nancy Reinhart and a man named Bosco...what was his name I kept asking...by the end of that evening we formed a bond that we still have today. I would also like to thank Bosco for serving as my Ambassador of Goodwill throughout my years as the Club President. While I'm on the subject of our HH thanks to Al & Marsha Greengold for being the HH Coordinators and to that man loaded with so much talent that I cannot wait for the Frosted Parrot Head Party '09 starring Eddie Travers. Thanks Ed for playing, singing and finding Zoink's BUT I'm still waiting for the release of your new cd...
Our METRO Sport's Department: NY Islander Games - Matt &Karen Smith, LI - Duck Games Tracey & Bruce Markland & Fishing Trip - Dave Shapiro. New ideas by new members are what this club is all about.
All of the former METRO PHC Past Presidents always helped with advice throughout my term as Prez. A special thank you must go out to: Jim Martiello, Joe Lombardi, Tom Dalton and Lon Ormaniam, they were always there to count on when I needed them.
	[image: http://www.dreamstime.com/tropical-christmas-tree-thumb347160.jpg]
	Our METRO PHC Christmas Tree won a blue ribbon last November at the Festival of Trees because of my Special Decoration Force: Rodney Olsen, Doug Smith, Peter, Jim, Marianne and Our Ambassadors of the Tree Pete & Marilyn Tufanisco. Two members who live outside the club boundaries always send a case of ornaments each year to add to the tree-- Craig & Rita Beierlein.


Now let me cross the L.I Sound to thank Carol & Dave Pohorylo for being our METRO North Coordinators and putting together two back to back great events: Jim Morris Acoustic Cafe and the Swim Across the Sound Silent Auction featuring Jim and the Big Bamboo. Kudos to all our Area Coordinators and their special projects and events: METRO West - Larry DeGennaro & Linda Peter, METRO NJ -Jim & Ellen Hill, METRO LI - Peter & Lorraine Bosshard, METRO Eastern LI - Joe Lombardi, METRO NYC - Terri Amundsen.
To the woman who came to my rescue and is allowing me to write this l-o-n-g article, our Editor of the Parrot Press & the Banana Wind: Kerry-Anne Willett. Thank you for stepping into Joe's BIG flip-flops and for doing an outstanding job. Thanks to Larry & Sally Kiewra for keeping our web-page: www.metrophc.com, up and running.
	To end up where this all began the Annual Family Picnic, this is where Jim passed the tiki torch of office to me. Thanks again to Joe Lombardi for all the years that he ran this event & for securing the place each & every year and Lon for running this event the past two years. Thanks to the Big Guy Ralph Wotruba for the gifts certificates which help feed us every year!
The one person who deserves all the credit is The First Lady, my wife
Marianne. After all she is the one who had to hear from me during the good times and the rough times. It is thanks to her that I lasted four years as President. We did have a lot of fun!!!  (onto the next page)
             
	                                                 



	One more candle & a trip around the sun!


   
	


	Brandy Burkhart
Scott Chervinski
Mae Earle
Liz Ridgeway
Tim & Maureen Sullivan


	 
 Empire State Medalist!
Brett Markland won
 3 GOLD & 2 SILVER medals at this years’s Empre State Games for the Physically Challenged.  We are all so proud of you Brett!

	
8 are NOT enough!
Mickie & Richie Bautista 
are now the proud grandparents of 9 keets! 
Matthew Thomas Bautista 
arrived June 10th weighing in at 8lb 6oz and 21 inches long.



 					
	Patti Bell
	1
	Boat Drinks

	Dan Friendly
	2
	A Pirate Looks at 40

	Margaret Gill
	2
	Margaritaville

	Peter Kieseheuer
	2
	Fins

	John Winston
	3
	Margaritaville

	Bob Cohen
	7
	Fins

	Lynne Creamer
	8
	A Pirate Looks at 40

	Terri Romeo
	10
	When the Coast is Clear

	Kathleen Fitzgerald
	10
	They Don’t Dance Like Carmen

	Stephanie Jacobs
	13
	It’s My Job

	Sally Anne Udalovus
	14
	Everlasting Moon

	Paula Foote
	14
	Come Monday

	Nancy Robertson
	15
	HoHoHo & a Bottle of Rum

	Irene Scotto
	15
	Cowboy in the Jungle

	Tim Osborn
	16
	Come Monday

	Cindy Ciccia
	17
	USS Zydecoldsmobile

	Kristin Negri
	17
	Son of a Son

	Cathy Malone
	18
	Margaritaville

	Jo Ann Form
	19
	Cheeseburger in Paradise

	Kathi Hanrahan
	19
	California Promises

	Beth Alter
	20
	Happily Ever After

	Beverly Wilson
	20
	Cheeseburger in Paradise

	Linda Worthman
	20
	A Pirate Looks at 40

	Michelle Neats
	21 
	Boat Drinks

	Annie Aversa
	21
	Changes in Latitude

	Ellen Hill
	22
	Holiday

	Ed Yaker
	22
	Growing Older But Not Up

	Suzanne Cavaliere
	22
	Margaritaville

	Jeff Flick
	23
	Southern Cross

	Rosey Kelly
	23
	Fins

	Carolyn Kasdorf
	24
	One Particular Harbor

	Pat Stretch
	25
	Cheeseburger in Paradise

	Peter Tufanisco
	27
	One Particular Harbor

	John Albin
	28 
	Come Monday

	Jack Durkin
	28
	Margaritaville

	Jodi Lawsky
	28
	Trip Around the Sun

	Terri Amundsen
	29
	Knees of My Heart

	Joe “Poppi” Lienau
	29
	Some Gothic Ranch Action

	Mike Wieszczek
	29
	Cheeseburger in Paradise

	Bob Weiser
	29
	Come Monday

	Marcia Greengold
	30 
	A Pirate Looks at 40

	Richard Caravan
	31
	Margaritaville




		
	And Now for Something 
Completely Different….



The Wounded Warrior Project's Soldier Ride provides rehabilitative cycling events for severely injured service 
members. For many of these combat-wounded veterans, the program offers a way to return to an active
 lifestyle.  Many of these men and women have been physically active throughout their lives and are eager to
 reclaim an athletic activity. The program offers wounded warriors a chance to get on a bike and prove to 
themselves, 'I can still do this.'' Soldier Ride is not about politics; it's not about the war; it's simply about men 
and women who are recovering from serious injuries.

Jimmy Buffett has supported this cause by performing in at least two benefit concerts of the past few years.  
There have been three Soldier Ride events from Miami to Key West, the most recent one took place this past 
January.  Following the completion of the rides, the Margaritaville Cafe in Key West has hosted parties for the 
participants.  Not only that, the Margaritaville has donated that day’s revenues to the Wounded Warrior Project.

Now the METROs can support the cause.

On July 26, the Soldier Ride Empire State Metric Century Challenge will take place in East Hampton, NY.  
Cyclists, including many veterans who were wounded in the Iraq and Afghanistan theaters of operations (that
 sounds so much more pleasant that war doesn’t it?) will ride 100 kilometers or 62 miles for you metric
 conversion challenged folk out there.

Don’t worry!  We are not asking METROs to actually peddle a bicycle 62 miles.  No, our participation in this 
event will be much easier.  We will play the role of athletic supporters.  Wait, that didn’t come out quite right.  
We will staff what is called a SAG or “Stop and Go” Area.  Where we will pass out water, sports drinks, 
bananas etc. and cheer on the riders.

The SAG will be at the Surf Shack (how appropriate for us), a new restaurant on Montauk Highway in Napeague, 
about ten minutes by car from Fresh Pond Park.  The Surf Shack is about 30k or 18 miles from the starting 
point, so riders should be arriving around 11:30 or so.  At this point, around 30 or so veterans, many of whom 
were severely wounded, will be among the riders. 

So, here’s the deal.  In light of this new community service event, we will be forgoing the summer road clean-up.  It’s kind 
of like Cal Ripken sitting out a game and breaking “the Streak”. Rather than stop at King Kullen at 9AM,
 EVERYONE, will continue on Montauk Highway and go directly to Fresh Pond Park.  Hopefully, you’ll all 
be there by 10AM.  We will split up, with people interested in volunteering to work the SAG will leave Fresh
 Pond Park and head over to the Surf Shack (Keets are welcome.  The rest of the Club members will stay at 
the park and get things ready for lunch.

But don’t worry, even those of us who stay at Fresh Pond Park will have a chance to applaud and cheer on the
 riders. That’s because the route that the riders will take on their way out to Montauk Point will bring them right
 past Fresh Pond Park in Amagansett!                                       Continued on page 6…
Wounded Warrior Ride continued…
To make this as clear as possible there will not be a road clean-up on the day of the picnic.  If you are one
 who usually meets the group at Route 114, you could be waiting a long time, possibly October, when the 
road clean-up will resume, for the rest of us to show up.

If anyone has any questions or would like directions to Fresh Pond Park, please contact 
Joe Lombardi at metrojoe@optonline.net

They’ve given so much - let’s give back a little. 




	Want to be a Happy Camper?
& still earn brownie points?

	[image: http://holdernessrangers-resources.freeservers.com/camp2.gif]


	Lots of folks have expressed interest in camping once again....and what better weekend to camp, than the Family Picnic the last weekend in July 25-27th? (thanks for the suggestion, Joe!) So, dig out those tents, dust off the sleeping bags and get ready for a fun-filled weekend at Cedar Point Park in East Hampton! We'll have games for the young & old...and what camping trip would be complete without an Uno tournament? (No cheating the kiddies, Bosco!) Bring your volleyball, paddleball, Twister, water balloon toss, whatever!  Grillin', playin' and drinkin'...does it get better than that?! I think not.
 
Just think, if you drive out there on Friday, you'll be close enough to hop over to the road clean-up Saturday morning! It's a 5 minute ride...so we'll have no excuses.  No need to shower, just dunk your head in the ocean! What better way to earn brownie points?!  The family picnic is my favorite event of the year, and I so look forward to seeing old familiar faces and meeting new ones. 
 
I've contacted the powers that be and they are sending me the permit to reserve our spot. So I'll keep you all posted as we get more details. Please em or phone me and let me know if you'll be joining us, as I'll need a head count ASAP! A special thank you to the Yorks for offering to help me set this up, and to Ellen and Fred for all the questions I'll be asking down the road..... 
Terri Amundsen


	Parrot Phlocking
	NYC
Brother Jimmy’s BBQ
8th Ave & 31st St.
2nd Friday of each month at  5:30 PM
	Long Island
Gone sailing
[image: http://tbn0.google.com/images?q=tbn:YHeGrlhrqyIUkM:http://www.abcteach.com/free/s/sailboatbnw.jpg]
	Metro North
At the beach
[image: http://tbn0.google.com/images?q=tbn:8ulS5AYThPAj7M:http://parenting.leehansen.com/downloads/clipart/summer/images/beach1th.gif]
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	It’s almost time for the
15th Annual Family Picnic
			
When:	   Saturday, July 26th
Where: 	   Fresh Pond Park, Amagansett, NY
What Time: 10 AM – Dusk
                     (or whenever the mosquitoes arrive)
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The tranquil waters of Gardiner’s Bay,  will provide the scenic backdrop for the METRO Parrot Head Club’s 14th Annual Family Picnic.  All Club members, their families and friends are invited to attend.  In years past, we’ve had people ranging in age from 6 months to 78 years.  Fresh Pond Park offers something for everyone, the bayside waters are calm and the waves are gentle for the younger children.  Older kids will enjoy tubing either up or down the creek (depending on the tides).  Did we mention kayaks?  Bring one if you have one.  It’ll get plenty of use in both Fresh Pond and the Gardiner’s Bay.  There’s plenty of room on the beach for sunbathers and plenty of shade in the picnic area to give folk’s a break from those UV rays.  The volleyball net will be set up for those who wish to play.  Although from photos of past picnics, it seems that many of us like to stand or sit in knee high water and relax and chat.

As in the past, the Club will provide, burgers, hot dogs, corn-on-the-cob and soft drinks.  We’re asking attendees to provide a dish to share, sort of a “Pot Luck Picnic”. We’ll be out of the bars in the great outdoors so B.Y.O.B. - or Specialty Drinks. This year, Lon Ormanian will be coordinating the picnic, so please contact him, at 631-399-5540 to RSVP and to tell him what you plan on bringing to share. Lon warns that in all likelihood you will get an answering machine.  Just leave a message after the tone and he’ll get back to you.  Beep.
  If your diet requires specialty food you are welcome to bring it, there’s plenty of room on the grills. Bring: Swim suits, towels, sunscreen, lawn chairs, bug spray, outdoor games, inflatables, etc. Old sneakers for use in the water also help as the stream bed is rocky. At this point we’d like to emphasize the importance for members to RSVP.  It will be a great help in the planning the day.

WARNING! Police are happy to ticket “speeders” - try not to go over 40 MPH (what a
change from the “crawl” in previous years). You’ll see the larger-than-life police billboards
that state “Speed Limit Strictly Enforced” - Believe it.
RSVP to either Joe or Lon. Please try to notify us early so the picnic supplies purchased.
SPECIAL REQUEST: A “boom box” CD player that can operate by electricity and
batteries are needed. A long extension cord will be run to the bathroom building, but a
battery operated music machine will save the day if the extension cord won’t work. The park
is nice, and the picnic may be fun, but Buffett tunes will make it better. Only one player is
needed, so kindly let Joe or Lon know if you can bring one.

      Al & Marianne Straaik will once again be collecting toys for Cats & Dogs at North Shore Animal League.....North Shore Animal League is the world's largest no kill shelter and rescue organization
Take a break from the daily grind, attend the Family Picnic and unwind!




	Al-Epilogue
In conclusion I want to thank each and every METRO PHC member for all the support you have given to all the different club events held over the last four years. We helped out a great number of charities during this time and happily this will continue.
	Mahalo until my last article next month,
Al
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	TEAM TREVOR

	      On May 17th,  Metro PHs met for the final happy hour at Zoinks before the summer hiatus.  Aside from enjoying Ed’s music, Parrot Heads once again came together for a cause.  In this case, it was for Trevor, the 14 year old  Margaritaville’s “Parrot Head of the Month”.   Helene “Malibu” Pino was able to collect a nice assortment of gifts and ship them down to Louisiana.  Below is the thank you note Mailbu recently received.
Dear Parrot Head Club,
Thank you so much for everything.  A few days ago I wouldn’t have known what a Borders was, but I actually passed by one yesterday.  Oh, and also I look forward to using the Blockbuster gift card for video games, movies, and those very tempting snacks at the checkout line.  I actually remember seeing that book Swine Not on the Regis & Kelly show.  Thank  yall so much for yall’s generosity.  I never knew that there were so many nice people in the world.  So thank you once more for everything.  It is very, very appreciated.
Trevor

	Thanks to Malibu for coming forward and making this event possible.  Great job!
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LAST CALL!!!




		Jones Beach
Jimmy Buffett Concert
Aug. 27, 2008
Come to see friends
Walk old streets again
( okay, so it’s a parking lot)
Grab a bite and beer by the sea
Maybe strike up a tune with the moon
	              [image: C:\Users\KERRY-~1\AppData\Local\Temp\msohtmlclip1\01\clip_image001.jpg]




	The ticket price is $ 105.00 per ticket and your check is still made payable to   “Metro PHC "
with "Jones Beach" written on the check memo line.
All ticket payments MUST include YOUR self-addressed STAMPED (42cents) envelope (SASE).
A list of your Metro Club activities with your ticket requests.
And your payment must be received by me NOW!
Mail your request, activity list,  concert payment check and your SASE to me.
ALL  Jones Beach and Atlantic City tickets will be mailed out sometime during the first week of August.
~~~/\ ~~~ Tom Dalton~~~/\ ~~~
Metro PHC
53 Valley Ave
Smithtown, NY 11787
 
*All first requests should have been honored at this point.  An additional ticket or two may be purchased while supplies last.  The email requests will not reserve tickets at this point. Only checks that are mailed in and cashed will lock requests for additional tickets.
                                                                           [image: http://tbn0.google.com/images?q=tbn:BCQcnP2z5ToBMM:http://www.carolinecrockeroriginals.co.uk/images/clips/duckprints33.gif][image: http://tbn0.google.com/images?q=tbn:BCQcnP2z5ToBMM:http://www.carolinecrockeroriginals.co.uk/images/clips/duckprints33.gif][image: http://tbn0.google.com/images?q=tbn:BCQcnP2z5ToBMM:http://www.carolinecrockeroriginals.co.uk/images/clips/duckprints33.gif]

	LI Duck Game Ticketholders for Luau Night

	Keep an eye to the mailbox as the tickets will be mailed out shortly.



	The Happy Recap
( with apologies to Bob Murphy – Mets fans will understand )
By Joe Lombardi


	We’re happy to report that our two “Rite-of-Spring” events in the Far East (eastern Long Island that is) took place without a snag.

On April 26, METRO’s gathered in Bridgehampton under cloudy skies and somewhat blustery conditions.  In fact, one was heard to mutter something about Auntie Em and not being in Kansas anymore, to take part in the annual Spring Road Clean-Up.
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	However, when we arrived roadside we found that the trees on either side of the road provided a pretty good windbreak.  Before long, the skies and it was quite pleasant.  Maybe the good Karma generated by the 31 METROs with pointy sticks on a mission to make our portion of Route 114 a little better helped with the weather.

Lucky for us we had some NYS issued trash bags left over from the clean-up last Fall. With all that had been going on in Albany, plastic bags were the last thing on the former, or for that matter, the current Governor’s mind.

Then on May 18, some two dozen METROs turned the North Haven Village Hall parking lot into a Margaritaville North, complete with all sorts of tropical decorations, thatched umbrellas, parrots and tiki do-dads for the March of Dimes Walk-a-thon.
	
METROs passed out, (no, that didn’t come out right), METROs handed out refreshments to walk-a-thon participants.  Meanwhile, keets,  or little SHapiros In Training made sure the every walker got a colorful tropical lei.

More than one veteran MOD walker was overheard saying that year after year, our checkpoint is her favorite. 

Thanks go out to all the Club members who were able to participate in these community service events. Special thanks goes out to Julie Froehlich, who besides providing the previously mentioned umbrellas also came through with around 50 yards of grass skirt material, a sound system, that provided non-stop Buffett music for the walkers and US. She even scrounged up a table after the MOD organizers forgot to provide one.  Talk about “above & beyond”.

	                              [image: Flower lei]
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	Margaritaville Night in Sayville
The Ed Travers band
August 15th 7PM
(The parking lot behind South Main St. shops, off Gillette Ave.)  
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	METRO Parrot Head Club
12 Sylvan Road
Rocky Point, NY 11778





	                                                                                                  “CHECK THE DATE ON YOUR MAILING LABEL!”

		   					                  


The METRO Parrot Head Club is a not-for-profit organization whose purposes are to assist community and environmental concerns and to provide a variety of social activities for people with similar tastes & interests.  Anyone wishing further information should inquire by mail to the return address above.




	KEEP THE DATE!
July 9, 2008- Mets Game Alzheimer’s Fundraiser
Shea Stadium
July 18, 2008- Luau Night w/ LI Ducks
Citibank Park, Central Islip, NY
July 26, 2008 – Family Picnic;Wounded Warrior;Camping Trip
Amagansett  NY
August 8, 2008- Metro Parrot Head      Presidential Inauguration
August 15,208- Margaritaville in Sayville Night
Sayville, NY
August 24, 2008 Jimmy Buffett Concert
Atlantic City, NJ
August 27, 2008- Jimmy Buffett Concert
Jones Beach Wantagh, NY
Sept. 13, 2008- Alzheimer’s Walk
Oct 30- Nov 2,  2008 Meeting of the Minds
Key West, FL

	[image: Image Preview]A FINAL THOUGHT…

As I complete my first trip around the sun with the Parrot Press, I would like to thank Joe, Al, and Peter for their guidance, advice, and support.  I couldn’t have done it without them.  Also, a special thanks to Scott Sr., Scott Jr., and Brian for countless hours spent folding, mail-dotting (as it is called in our home), and stamping.  I also have the advantage of living with 3 strong men, who come to my aid by carrying Parrot Presses everywhere they need to be.  Most of all, thank you Metros for your great articles.  Keep them coming!  Now I am off to eagerly await Al’s big announcement in the August edition of the Parrot Press.
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